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2008 AGM information coming soon








Long-range ID, tracking have arrived


The desire for long-range identification and tracking (LRIT) of ships has been on the regulatory agenda since late 2001. It was discussed during the development of the special measures to enhance maritime security adopted by the 2002 Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Conference. 


However, in view of the complexities involved at that time, it was recognized by the International Maritime Organization that it would be practically impossible to complete the work by December 2002. The December deadline date was enacted to include appropriate provisions in the comprehensive maritime security measures that entered into force on July 1, 2004, the most well-known of the security measures being the ISPS Code.


The regulation, found in Chapter V of SOLAS, entered into force on Jan. 1, 2008, and applies to ships constructed on or after Dec. 31, 2008, with a phased-in implementation schedule for ships constructed before Dec. 31, 2008. 


LRIT is intended to be operational, with respect to the transmission of LRIT information by ships, no later than the end of this year. There is an exemption for ships operating exclusively in sea area A1, since such ships are already fitted with an Automatic Identification System (AIS). 


Requests for clarification were also made to the UK Maritime Coastguard Agency for private yachts flagged with the Red Ensign. They made reference to Marine Information Note MIN 301. Unfortunately, this MIN does not yet define applicability to privately registered yachts.








Watch out…splinters about


Beaches across Sussex are to be closed for months to protect visitors from getting splinters.


Thousands of tonnes of timber have been dragged up beaches in Worthing, Shoreham, Lancing and Brighton and Hove this week, breaking up and leaving shards of wood littering miles of shoreline.


Several beaches in Sussex remain closed as the clear-up of debris from the sunken Ice Prince Cargo vessel continues, but council bosses have denied this is a reaction to any "compensation culture".


advertisement


�Instead they are warning people to stay away from the beaches and fear the massive clean-up could affect tourism heading into the spring and summer.


Representatives from all the coastal councils met in Worthing yesterday to discuss the operation with coastguards, harbour masters, the Environment Agency and contractors themselves.








Coastguardassociation.com





We need help!............Due to operational requirements we need a new webmaster





Does anybody have the knowledge and time to keep the website up to date?





We need someone with  a tenacious personality, self motivated and the ability to design and update websites.

















