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Crews prepare to make a splash in raft race


EIGHT crews have entered to take part in Thurso's annual charity raft race on Saturday. They will paddle their home-made craft from Scrabster beach, near the Pentland Firth Yacht Club base, around two buoys in the bay and back again.


The popular event is the first in a fundraising double header, being followed immediately afterwards by the annual Fayre run by the local branch of the Royal National Mission to Deep-Sea Fishermen. Wick Fire Brigade's long run of success in the raft race ended last year when they were pipped at the post by Vulcan Stores. They will lock horns again this year in the June 2 race, which features two first-time entrants – from the Dounreay contractor Ritchie’s and from Melvich.Vulcan Apprentices are showing their mettle by taking part again despite last year's indignity of having to be picked up by rescue personnel after their craft sunk. 


Once again, a handicap system will be in operation, with the debutants set to enjoy starts of up to 10 minutes on the more experienced crews.


The race is run by the north coast branch of the Coastguard Association, with proceeds donated to a variety of local good causes. As well as trophies for the first to finish and the fastest, the best-constructed vessel and the crew that raises the most sponsorship are also recognized. Members of the public are invited to guess the fastest time. Cover is provided by Thurso lifeboat and guard boats are supplied by a number of seagoing organisations, while British Red Cross personnel will be on shore.


Spectators will be able to enjoy a barbecue at the beach. They will then be encouraged to visit the 50th anniversary Fayre being staged by the RNMDSF at Scrabster harbour.








MCA’s New Chief Exec


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/_images/db/53/71/cardy.537155.full.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� A SELF-CONFESSED newcomer to shipping and maritime safety has taken the helm at the Southampton- based Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA).Peter Cardy, pictured, is the MCA's new chief executive and now boss of 400 workers at its Spring Place city headquarters and 2,600 more nationwide. Mr Cardy, 60, takes charge of co-coordinating search and rescue at sea from 19 control centres through Her Majesty's Coastguard as well as checking that ships meet UK and international safety rules. 


 For 20 years he ran the UK's major charities concerned with motor neurone disease, multiple sclerosis and cancer and was formerly the CEO of McMillan Cancer Relief. Mr Cardy has written and lectured extensively on management and said he intends to use his experience of running complex organisations for the benefit of seafarers. He said: "As a relative newcomer to the world of shipping and maritime safety, I know I am on a very steep learning curve and will remain there for as long as I am with the MCA.


advertisement


�Honored "But I learnt very early on about the unique qualities of the people who work in this very special sector, and I feel both honored and daunted by the challenge of living up to the proud traditions of professionalism, skill and integrity we have inherited. I shall do my utmost to build on that inheritance”








MCA Google’s Earth!


Google Earth maps of the seabed in UK waters have been released by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA).


The MCA manages the multimillion pound civil hydrography programme, which surveys the waters around the UK to ensure accurate mapping information of the seabed is gathered for updating nautical charts and publications.


The hydrography unit of the MCA's navigation safety branch has now made a selection of goole earth images. These seabed charts available to the general public.


Rob Spillard, the MCA's hydrography manager, said publishing the Google Earth images will encourage other organisations to share seabed data with the MCA and help identify new areas that should be surveyed to improve safety for mariners.


The MCA did warn, however, that the Google Earth seabed maps should not be used for actual nautical navigation purposes.











