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Crucial Crew 2007…..or will you be sleeping with the fishes?








There are still various events going on around our coast with all the emergency services.








See website for more details at 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.crucial_crew.org" ��www.crucial_crew.org�





This is a series of workshops held all over the UK for schoolchildren aged 8-11. It may well have a different name in your area.





At these workshops the children are presented with various dangerous or challenging situations - such as a lilo incident or a rock - and they engage in role play exercises in how


to deal with these situations.





The Crucial Crew workshops are often followed up in schools, where important safety messages are reinforced.











Coastguard service medals





CHIEF Coastguard Peter Dymond, who started his career in Ilfracombe, returned to North Devon to present four local volunteer coastguards with long service awards.





Among them was Nick Yeo from Mortehoe, who is one of the longest serving coastguards in the South West. At a ceremony in Croyde, local builder Nick was presented with a second bar to his long service medal to mark completion of 40 years as a member of the Mortehoe Coastguard Rescue Team.





On the same night painter and decorator Gary Court from Croyde CRT received his long service medal for completing 20 years service.





 In a similar ceremony in Hartland the Chief Coastguard presented Keith Meaker, the Hartland Deputy Station Officer, with a bar to his Long Service Medal, having completed 30 years service with the Hartland team. 


Keith's father and brother have also served in the team. Simon Stowell also received his Long Service Medal, having completed 20 years service.








After 33 years……





The man in charge of coastguard operations in the Solway Firth has retired after nearly 30 years. Coastguard Solway sector manager Tony Wood has been responsible for about 220 miles of coastline with five rescue stations, including Burgh by Sands, and six RNLI lifeboat stations including Silloth and Workington.��Over the years he has co-ordinated hundreds of civil maritime rescues, including the fishing trawler Solway Harvester which sank in 2000.��He also played a major part in the Lockerbie disaster in December 1988, looking after the search and rescue helicopters for the first nine hours. Tony, 63, said: “Modern VHF communications and satellite navigation, and of course mobile phones, have all helped reduce the amount of searching we have to do, because people give the information quicker, and in many cases they can tell roughly where they are. ��“Long searches are almost a thing of the past. It’s quicker, cleaner and cleverer.”��Tony retires today after 15 years in the Royal Navy and 33 years as a coastguard.

















