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Merchant Navy medals

Dear Colleagues,

The Merchant Navy Medal is a decoration to reward meritorious service and acts of courage afloat by British registered merchant seafarers. At present the Medal is administered by a Trust, whose patron is Admiral the Lord West of Spithead, GCB, DSC. The Merchant Navy Medal has been founded as a charitable initiative with the support of the Chamber of Shipping, the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, the RMT, other trade unions and senior British seafarers in order to supply a proper system of public recognition for meritorious service and acts of courage by British registered seafarers of all ranks within the industry

I sit on the Committee, and we are seeking nominations for this year’s award. 

The medal has been designed by Sir Robert Balchin, Registrar of Knights of the Imperial Society of Knights Bachelor and an expert on the subject of decorations. It features a profile head of Admiral Nelson on the obverse with the inscription The Merchant Navy Medal at the top and 1805 Trafalgar 2005 at the bottom. On the reverse is the Merchant Navy logo, with the inscription "for meritorious service". The ribbon is half green and half red, watered and with a narrow vertical white stripe dividing the two, the three colours echoing the navigation lights of a ship. At the moment the MNM is gazetted, but not awarded on behalf of the Sovereign. As such it is worn on the right breast. However, the Committee is working hard to change that.

To be nominated for this award, candidates must have been serving as British registered merchant seafarers (i.e. holding a UK Discharge book, or working predominantly aboard UK flag ships or holding a UK issue Certificate of Competence) on or after the 1st June 2005. They must have served a minimum of twelve years, at least five of which must have been at sea. In the case of nominations for brave conduct at sea, these limits will not apply. Awards may also be made to non mariners who have made an outstanding contribution to the Merchant Navy.

If you want more information, please go to www.stpaulstrust.org/medal.html.
If you know of someone deserving and eligible, please forward your nomination to me as soon as possible, together with as much supporting information as you have. Thanks for your time.

Kind regards

Rod Johnson

Chief Coastguard

  
Ross and Sutherland CGA
Please welcome a new branch to the CGA family and give them all the help and support they need.

Memorial service planned to mark Pentland Firth disaster
A SERVICE to mark the 40th anniversary of a Far North maritime disaster was held in March and paid tribute to the crew who lost their lives. 

The memorial service took place at the Church of Scotland at Dunnet, where a baptismal font, donated at the time of the incident by Mr Swanson's widow, serves as a tribute.

The service has been arranged by the Rev Alastair Gray and Superintendent Peter Dade, of the Fishermen's Mission at Scrabster.

The Longhope lifeboat, named T.G.B after an anonymous donor, was sent to go to the assistance of the Liberian-registered cargo ship Irene, which had run aground on South Ronaldsay, Orkney. The Kirkwall lifeboat Grace Paterson Ritchie was also launched in response to the call from the Irene, but with 60 feet waves and a force-nine gale, conditions were described as "almost impossible".

Soon after she was launched, the T.G.B. began to have trouble with her radio and attempts to communicate with the lifeboat proved fruitless. The crews of the Liberian ship were taken ashore by a breeches buoy at Grimness. The Kirkwall lifeboat, meanwhile, was instructed to search for the T.G.B. along the South Ronaldsay coast but was told not to enter the Pentland Firth.

After no success, the boat retired to sheltered waters and began searching again the next morning. Three planes, a helicopter and four lifeboats joined the search and the T.G.B. was found upturned four miles west of Hoy. The boat was then towed to Scrabster where a crane from Dounreay was waiting to turn it over. Frogmen from Thurso's sub-aqua club were also present to help in the operation. The Longhope boat was eventually righted and seven bodies were found and taken to the mortuary at Thurso Police Station.

It was attended by crews from the Longhope, Kirkwall, Thurso and Wick lifeboats, as well as coastguard volunteers.






