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Sponsored walk for Air Ambulance
MEMBERS of Hunstanton Coastguard who completed a two-day walk for charity have raised about £2,000.

The volunteers walked from Lynn Point to Brancaster and all the money raised will go towards the East Anglian Air Ambulance.

Members of Hunstanton Coastguard with Christine Earnshaw, Mayor of Hunstanton, at Hunstanton Prom on the end of their first day

Treats for our Troops

The Dorset Echo campaign ‘Treats for Troops’ is a much needed lifeline for British service men and women serving in the austere conditions of Afghanistan. Shoeboxes packed with small but essential luxuries such as biscuits, small bottles of sauces, packets of dried fruit and playing cards designed to augment field ration packs are being donated and shipped to troops on the front line in Hemland. 
MRCC Portland has close links with the armed services which include the Royal Marines amphibious base at Poole, The Royal Armoured Corps at Bovington, the military gunnery ranges at Lulworth, Royal Naval Air Station Yeovilton and the Commando Training Centre at Lympston to name but a few. 
Backing the campaign, Portland Coastguard had already donated over twenty fully packed boxes and with the collection finishing mid-November Phil Chappell sent an update to Connect. 
"Portland Coastguard's final tally was 40 boxes, all weighing 2kg. They have all been delivered to Mrs Molly Rennie of Dorchester who initiated this whole appeal, after a suggestion from her son who is a Sergeant in 1st Rifles, and who was serving in Afghanistan last year. She must have sent out hundreds since then, she is a quite remarkable lady. Our boxes along with lots of others will be going out at the end of this month in time for Christmas."
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Queens Honours
Jim Roberts from the Isle of Wight has been awarded an MBE for voluntary service to maritime safety in the Isle of Wight.
Jim Roberts joined Her Majesty's Coastguard in 1966, when it was the 'Coast Life Saving Brigade'. His 43 years of service to the Coastguard have included 20 years as the Station Officer at Bembridge, where he is still a serving Coastguard Rescue Officer. 
Jim Roberts said:
“I am very proud to have received this award in recognition of my contributions to maritime safety. My team are one of five Coastguard Rescue Teams on the Isle of Wight, and 400 in the UK who work tirelessly, volunteering to respond to emergencies around the coast at all times and in all conditions. I feel privileged to give up my time to protect and promote safety in this way, and even more privileged to have been recognised in this way for doing so. This award also reflects the work of the team that I am proud to lead. ”
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