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Doesn’t time fly when you are having fun!  It’s been over six months since the MCA Maritime Challenge 2009 and preparations are well under way for the next MCA Maritime Challenge in 2010.  The event is to be held in the outstanding and world famous sailing waters of The Solent.  Evenings will be spent in the picturesque towns on the Hampshire coast and the glorious Isle of Wight.  The dates for this exceptional leadership and team building opportunity are to be Sunday 18th – Friday 23rd April 2010. 

As with previous years there will be a mixture of MCA boats and boats for external stakeholders.  The format that was used, and worked so well, from last year will be continued this year.  There will be three regional boats, one HQ boat and a CRO boat.  Each boat will be made up of a crew of six with all levels of experience.  The Skipper, a commercially endorsed RYA Yacht master Offshore with a cruising instructor’s endorsement, the first mate, who should be suitably experienced to get the boat back to a safe haven should something happen to the skipper, a novice, who may have been sailing before and three beginners, who may have never been on a small sailing yacht before.

Please send all application forms and any questions to Pete Summers, Rebecca Banting or Oliver Vardy through the new dedicated MCA Maritime Challenge email: 

sailingchallenge@mcga.gov.uk
Snow fun!

Coastguard Rescue Teams have been involved across East Sussex in helping with transfers of essential staff in and out of the Eastbourne and Hastings Conquest Hospitals.
A call for help from East Sussex Hospitals NHS Trust was answered last Thursday afternoon when Coastguard teams from Eastbourne, Bexhill, Hastings and Rye Bay were sent out to transfer vital nursing staff and doctors to and from work at both hospitals in their Coastguard 4X4 vehicles.

This service continued right through the weekend and Monday often from 0530 to 2300. With a brief respite on Tuesday teams are out again today Wednesday following fresh snowfall this morning.

Sector Manager Nick Jury said:- 
Her Majesty’s Coastguard is very happy to be able to help the NHS to keep the hospitals running and I am very proud of the way the teams have responded to these long hours of work in very challenging conditions but from them I would have expected nothing less. Some of the tasks have included:-

• Bringing in a woman to Eastbourne who was in labour
• Taking a stranded diabetic back home where their insulin was
• Towing out 3 stranded ambulances
• Bringing in a surgeon to work which ensured no cancellation of his list.
• And even towing out 2 AA vehicles which had got stuck trying to ascend a steep hill.

We know that there are many other instances of similar assistance being rendered around the coast in the current adverse weather and of course we are watching the weather forecast with great interest!
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Strathpeffer – Highland Hotel
Everybody welcome

Tributes for microlight pilot Martin Bromage killed on charity flight

A microlight pilot aiming to fly to Australia to raise money for Britain’s injured soldiers ditched into the sea and died before he reached France.

Martin Bromage was less than three hours into his 11,000-mile (18,000 km) odyssey when thick fog forced him to make a series of distress calls and abandon attempts to land at his intended destination of Le Touquet, near Calais. Coastguards said that he was heading back to England when he lost contact with air traffic control.

The bad weather hampered rescue efforts and his body was found on Monday evening 20 miles from Boulogne, 24 hours after he departed from Gloucestershire Airport.

Friends paid tribute yesterday to the 49-year-old father of two from Churcham, Gloucester, who had been aiming to raise £150,000 for the Help For Heroes 
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