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Animal Awards

THE expertise and bravery of Portishead Coastguards has been recognised by the RSPCA after a tricky animal rescue. 

The team led by station officer Barry Darbon carried out an awkward maneuver to rescue a Dalmatian dog stranded on mud flats off Portbury. 

The dog, stuck up to its chest in mud, had to be winched 200 yards over the mud flats to the foreshore. 

The HM Coastguard team received an RSPCA Certificate of Merit for animal life saving at a presentation on January 12 at Clarence House.

Also at the ceremony Paul Evans, aged 65, was presented with a coastguard long service medal for 20 years service with Portishead coastguards.

He is now retiring from the Coastguard.
[image: image1.jpg]




CGA AGM
27th March 2010

Strathpeffer – Highland Hotel
 Kingy’s Move
Over the years, teams of volunteers have provided vital help for walkers, sailors and even home-owners who have been affected by flooding.

Jamie King, who is the HM Coastguard sector manager for Cumbria, has spoken to The Whitehaven News about the work the coastguards do and how essential that work is.

Jamie is responsible for overseeing the work of 60 coastguards who are split into five teams along the Cumbrian coastline. These include Walney Island, Millom, Bootle, Whitehaven and Maryport. Each team of volunteers is on call for any incidents which take place in their patch.

The Whitehaven team has the most volunteers, with 16 members taking up the challenging role. This team is the only cliff team in Cumbria, this means they are trained to carry out cliff rescues.

Jamie said: “There are 60 volunteers who all do the job because they want to do it. To be a coastguard, there are several skills that team members need, including being level-headed, a good team player and having a head for heights. And those who have taken up the role have relatively ‘normal’ jobs. Volunteers include a taxi driver, Sellafield worker, printer, teacher and recovery driver.

“A lot of people join who have had nothing to do with the sea at all, they just want to learn,” said Jamie.

Jamie’s own interest for the job grew out of a love of beach fishing, which began at the age of 10. Over the years he has worked in the RNLI in Cleethorpes and as a coastguard at Yarmouth. “It was a natural thing for me to do and it developed into a career. I enjoy doing what I do, it doesn’t feel like a job, because I enjoy it so much,” he said.

The role of sector manager, which he started in February, last year, means that Jamie now manages staff and co-ordinates search and rescue operations. It was the variety of the job that appealed to Jamie the most. Cumbria is so diverse in geological conditions, from marshy land in the south of the county to the cliffs along the west coast. 






