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Queens honours
Three members of Her Majesty’s Coastguard have been recognised in today’s Queens Birthday Honours including two volunteer Coastguard Rescue Officers and the Agencies Search and Rescue Communications Manager.

Steve Huxley, Search and Rescue Communications Manager, has worked in various roles for the Maritime and Coastguard Agency for 24 years - beginning his career at Swansea Coastguard. Steve, now based at based at Falmouth Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre, was thrilled to receive the award, saying: 

It wouldn’t be an understatement to say I was ecstatic when I heard of this Award. I only wish there was such an Award for teamwork as my Team deserves great credit for what they have achieved, as well as colleagues in the wider Agency.

Paul White, Station Officer for Hastings Coastguard Rescue Team received an MBE to recognise his voluntary service to Hastings Coastguard Rescue Team. Paul has been a member of HM Coastguard for 40 years, and a Station Officer for five, and also works as a fisherman. 

On receiving the award, Paul said: 

It all came as a bit of a surprise – but I am extremely proud to receive the honour and feel it is an excellent reflection on both HM Coastguard as a service and on the whole team at Hastings.

Stephen Pack, Deputy Station Officer for Lulworth Coastguard Rescue Team received an MBE in recognition of his voluntary services to Lulworth Coastguard Rescue Station and Lulworth Responder Group in Dorset. Stephen has been a member of the Lulworth team for 33 years, and a member of the Responder Group since its inception in 2006.
ROW FOR HEROES



On Thursday 1st of July, after 50 days at sea Hamish and Nick crossed the finish line of their epic adventure around Great Britain. A huge crowd of supporters turned out to cheer them over the line out in the Solent and then witness their first (very wobbly) steps back on dry land at the marina. Entertainment was provided by Pepper (Hamish's Parent's young dog) who fell off the pontoon into the water in the middle of a television interview while Ollie (Nick's brother) did an outstanding job in releasing an entire bottle of champagne into the boys eyes!
Rock Rescue

Belfast Coastguard have been co-ordinating assistance to a man who fell into the sea by rocks near Bloody Bridge in Newcastle, County Down earlier this afternoon. The first report was that the man had been fishing and was clinging on to the rocks in order to save himself. He was unable to be reached from the shoreline.

The Newcastle Coastguard Team, recently trained in swift water rescue, was quickly on scene and a team member, John Lowry, suitably equipped was assisted down to the man to help him stay close to the rocks whilst further assistance from the local inshore lifeboat was requested. 

Once taken ashore he was delivered into the waiting arms of paramedics at the harbour and taken to hospital by ambulance.

Alan Pritchard, Duty Watch Manager at Belfast Coastguard said

Seemingly the man had been in water for quite some time. He had fallen in and was clinging to rocks. Our first informant was a passer by who just happened to hear his calls. The man in the water was very close to letting go of rock, so John, our Coastguard Team Station Officer with our new water rescue equipment went in to hold him, and the casualty was very hypothermic when he came out of the water. Wed like to congratulate John for his outstanding efforts in rescuing this fisherman in the finest Coastguard traditions.






