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Coastguard association award certificates


The Coastguard Association would like to show their appreciation to everyone who raises money for the charity by awarding them with a certificate of thanks.





 A bronze certificate will be awarded for donations up to £500, a silver for donations £500 to £1000 and gold for donations over £1000. Contact Lucia or Stuart for any details.





Off-road rules of going for a sQuba drive


Weary commuters might fancy the idea of taking the river route to work in an sQuba, rather than suffering the fumes and congestion on Britain's stricken road network.


The benefits are legion: no traffic, no traffic wardens, no parking tickets - just park it in the river, no one will notice. Speed cameras won't be a problem either, not least because it only does 4mph on the water. The electrically powered vessel is even exempt from the central London congestion charge, Transport for London confirmed.


Unfortunately strict rules prevent submerged craft from operating in the Thames, according to a spokesman for the Port of London Authority (PLA).


He said: "It's a shipping lane. This would be a collision risk." And he warned: "The river bed is largely muddy so it could get stuck. Getting the AA out would be a problem." But there are few restrictions along Britain's 10,500-mile coastline, according to Mark Clark of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency. "In any harbour area the harbourmaster holds sway. But outside those areas, you would be able to try it out," he said.














Volunteer coastguards face medicals








They are the eyes and ears of our coastline, keeping watch over beach and seas and rescuing those who have got into difficulty on the coast.�


�But some of the region's voluntary auxiliary coastguard may have to give up their posts after a new regime of health checks. Last night an East Anglian MP hit out at the tests and said people would be safer with some cover than none at all. �


�So far, 80 volunteers in the eastern region have been given medicals by occupational health nurses. One has failed and 13 have been suspended for further checks. It means that Southwold coastguards have to cover as far as Aldeburgh because the Aldeburgh team has been stood down. One volunteer there failed, and a further five need more tests - which mean that the team of eight is much too short-staffed to operate.








Tests are still under way in North Norfolk, Yarmouth and Lincolnshire coastguard areas. And with nearly three quarters of the region's 300 volunteers still to be checked, more teams may yet have to stand down if their members prove unfit.





CGA AGM 2008





12th April at MRCC Dover


Start time is 10:00 till finish.


Please make sure you let me know if you are attending.














