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Emergency landing
All 18 people who were travelling on board a Super Puma Bond helicopter on a routine crew change trip have been recovered after the aircraft ditched into the sea adjacent to an ETAP production platform. The site is approximately 125 miles due east of Aberdeen. People on board the installation saw the incident unfold, and reported it to the Coastguard.

Aberdeen Coastguard immediately declared a mayday into the area and tasked a rescue Bond helicopter. A further Jigsaw rescue helicopter joined the search. The weather on scene throughout was moderate with seas of 2 – 3 meters with 0.5 nautical mile visibility, but darkness initially hampered the rescue operation, and the cloud base is below the nearby platforms helideck level at approximately 500 – 600 metres.

The Platform managers advised the Coastguard that it had a medic with full first aid cover standing by, and rig personnel stood by keeping watch on the ditching site which is about 500 metres from the platform. The Air Rescue Co-ordination Centre at Kinloss mobilized a Nimrod aircraft (R51) into the area to provide further search and rescue capacity and act as air co-ordinator. A further military helicopter from RAF Lossiemouth (R 137) also joined the search.

The rig standby by vessel Caledonian Victory responded immediately to the mayday and began proceeding into the area. Other vessels also joined the search.

There were initial reports of lifejacket lights being seen in the water, and 3 flares also being seen from south and east of the platform, and the helicopter fuselage was also seen on the surface. Further signals were then picked up from personal locator beacons attached to lifejackets. At just before 8.00 pm a report was made to the Coastguard that two life rafts had been seen tethered together and upon checking it was found that all 18 missing people were safe on board the life rafts.

The Bond 1 Rescue helicopter winched three people into the aircraft before winching was ceased due to the weather conditions and downdraught from the helicopters rotors. 

The Autonomous rescue and recovery craft (ARRC) lifeboat then took the remaining 15 from the life raft and brought them back to the rig stand by vessel the `Caledonian Victory by 9.15 pm this evening. All 18 people are safe and undergoing medical checks.

Arrangements are being made for the three survivors who were winched from the life raft to be flown back to Aberdeen tonight.

The ditched helicopter was also located near to the scene and it was being monitored by a further platform craft to ensure it does not come into contact with the platform before being recovered.
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Premier Inn at Hessle, just outside of Hull and next to the Humber Bridge tolls is the accommodation and "the farm" next door will be the venue for the meeting.
Life Skills

Business, community groups, emergency services, and statutory authorities in Kent are joining forces to realize the South East's first interactive Life skills centre to be located in Aylesham. The message of Life skills Kent will be experienced though an integrated sequence of life settings created within a tailor-made building. Children, young people, families, people of all ages and capabilities will be participating in the dialogue.

The project's wide agenda encompasses schools citizenship curricula, hazard awareness, personal safety, drug abuse and anti-social behaviour; provides support for vulnerable and marginalised people; engages those with special needs; and helps those coping with an unfamiliar culture.  It will teach the teachers of citizenship, provide training on health and safety, and will develop ways of monitoring the success of Life skills work.
Full-size sets being planned include a section of the coastline, the home, street, a shop, countryside, electricity sub-station and a railway feature. The development of imaginative ways of engaging the visitor is at the heart of Life skills Kent.
The project development team includes as well as the Maritime and Coastal Agency, Kent Fire and Rescue Service, Kent Police, Kent County Council, Royal National Lifeboat Institution, Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents, Port of Dover, East Kent Education Business Partnership, Health and Safety Executive, Canterbury and Coastal Primary Care Trust, East Kent Community NHS Trust, Kent Wildlife Trust, South Kent College, Institution of Health and Safety, Kent Safe Schools, Migrate Helpline, Suzy Lamplugh Trust, Dover Single Regeneration Budget, Pfizer, and EDF Energy.  Others are looking to join.






