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Gary Young, Watch Officer MRCC Belfast, took this photo during a recent exercise involving the Irish coastguard helicopter based at Dublin Airport (Rescue 116) Also taking part was Kilkeel Lifeboat crew, Southdown Coastgard Team and members of Kilkeel Fire and Rescue Service.
First.....the Coastguard!
Buses featuring messages about Her Majesty’s Coastguard and encouraging members of the public to call 999 if they spot someone in trouble at sea or on the coast, have taken to the streets of Dorset, Devon and Cornwall thanks to a unique partnership between First and Her Majesty’s Coastguard. 
More than 350 special vinyl posters have been produced by the Coastguard and have been fixed to the rear windows of as many buses. The space, donated for free by First, means the awareness campaign will be seen by many thousands of people. 
Talking about the scheme, Marc Reddy, Managing Director for First in Hampshire and Dorset and Devon and Cornwall, says:
“We are pleased that we can assist Her Majesty’s Coastguard in this awareness initiative. We have offered the space on the buses for free to help ensure 
that this important message is carried and is seen by as many people as possible. We hope that this campaign will increase the awareness of the Coastguard, ensuring that people know what to do if they spot someone in difficulty.”. 
Mark Rodaway, MRCC Manager Portland said:“We are delighted that we are able to work in partnership with First to promote this key message.”
Apps
Its amazing what electronic devices are out there to help us with navigating around our coasts. Search and rescue is slowly disappearing and being replaced with locating devices fitted in everything from mobile phones / radios /  ipods / ipads aswell as Epirbs etc.
I have been doing a little looking around for apps that can be put on your phones / apple devices and have come up with a pretty interesting list.

Please remember that these apps are not always 100% accurate.
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 World Tides 2010 Navigation Updated 31 May 2010 £1.19
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RYA Handy Racing Rules Navigation Updated 21 November 2009 £1.19
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iPlotter Solent Navigation Updated 11 August 2010 £3.49
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Marine Rules Navigation Updated 11th jan 2009
£1.79
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