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Gallantry Medal
The stepson of a coastguard who was posthumously awarded the rare Sea Gallantry medal for his part in a rescue bid in Dorset during the Second World War has spoken of his pride at presenting it to a museum to be looked after for the nation.
Robert Treadwell was one of two coastguards who lost their lives when the Royal Navy (RN) landing craft was swept on to Chesil Beach, Dorset, in a force nine gale on October 13, 1944. The 35-year-old former RN signalman took part in the dramatic rescue effort which involved attempting to get rescue lines to the boat in awful conditions. Coastguardsman Treadwell, and another officer, Commander Legh, were swept to sea and drowned. The remaining three coastguards were able to rescue four of the crew but, tragically, nine died.
Now the silver sea gallantry medal, which was awarded to Mr Treadwell after his death, has been presented to the National Museum of the Royal Navy at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, Hampshire. The medal collection and research material, compiled by Coastguard Watch Assistant Phillip Chappell, was handed over to the museum by Mr Treadwell's stepson, Raymond Morris, at a ceremony attended by Alan Massey. 
Mr Morris, 81, from Plymouth, Devon, said that he and his two brothers were immensely proud of their father's role as a coastguard. He said: "The silver sea gallantry medal is very rare and and we wanted to find a permanent home for it. We are very proud of our father and this is not the only rescue he was involved in in his short life.He was an exemplary father and a very rounded man, very supportive and encouraging and my two brothers and I aspire to be the kind of person he was."
Mr Treadwell, who was buried at the RN cemetery on Portland, served as a signalman since 1925 
and after completing his service on his 30th birthday, he joined the coastguard.
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Shingle Street
Shingle Street coastguard station is likely to be converted into a home. A coastguard station in Suffolk has been decommissioned after more than 100 years of continuous service. The Shingle Street station at the mouth of the River Ore was built in the 1890s along with a row of cottages that originally housed the coastguards. The current team of eight has been using the station as a training base and a lookout during emergencies.

But they said satellite navigation and radio directional finding had replaced a lookout with a pair of binoculars.

The volunteer coastguards who cover the sector from Woodbridge to Orford still do not have a new base to replace the old one.






